
Record breaking day at the dump! 
Who’s counting? by Robert Burcher

 Well those of us who were in 
the line-up of over 35 cars sure 
were! That was before the “landfill” 
even opened on Saturday 
morning the 21st. I was there and 
on my first trip I waited for half an 
hour and then on the not so wise 
second trip the wait was up to 55 
minutes! Seems like everyone in 
the Pandemic Gardening club of 
the Town of the Blue Mountains 
thought it would be a good idea 
on a marvelous spring morning 
to take the “sanctioned excursion” 
to rid their yards of accumulated 
brush and debris.

Our favourite Dump Diva AKA 
or if you prefer -  The Goddess of Garbage - Barb Sheridan told me 
that 195 vehicles crossed the scales in that three-hour morning. 65 
vehicles per hour! If you realize that she had to speak to everyone 
twice (in and out), that makes 390 conversations! No wonder she was 
absolutely hoarse by the end of the day – but still smiling! That’s one 
awesome Front Line Worker that we are pleased to recognize! 

Landfill is currently open, Mon, Tues & Thurs 9-3 and Sat 9-Noon
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Changes. . . . by Robert Burcher
As a tradition every spring the Review updates businesses in town. 

Who is new, who has moved and who has left the “arena”. It’s really 
hard and somewhat sad this year to really know for sure what to tell 
you. The health pandemic has created one wave of challenge but the 
follow-up economic tsunami will have more lasting effects.

The only brand-new thing that is for certain is that the new Esso Gas 
Bar and Pizza Pizza is up and running. Not bad timing considering 
the bonus of discount gas and the boom in take away food. Speaking 
of take away food, the newest shop in 
town doing a booming business is the 
Fresh Pasta shop on Bruce St.  

Some businesses have taken this 
time to do some renovations and 
others are down-sizing and sharing 
space. Georgian Bay New  Home 
Centre is renovating the former 
restaurant across from Home 
Hardware. Riverside Press/
The Blue Mountains Review, 
have moved to 22 Louisa St.  E. 
Thornbury, right beside the mill 

pond joining the Thornbury Graphics 
location.  Code Red, the hair salon, has 
exited Clarksburg and will shortly be 
opening in the Couture Spa on Highway 
26. Jeff Gilmour and his stainless-
steel barbecue kitchens has a demo 
space inside the Art Bank Collective 

in Clarksburg. That is the location where Don Kilby moved his art 
studio. Up in Ravenna there is another new wood working studio 
Georgian Bay Woodworking in the old forge beside the General 
Store. Down in Craigleith there is a 
change at the Esso Gas Bar with the 
Craigleith Trading Post opening up 
in half of the building. In the Craigleith 

Plaza the Shale 
Rock Coffee Shop 
has now become 
the Surf Café and is doing very well with takeout 
food and a liquor licence. Next door Black Angus 
Meats has reopened in 
a vital location in the 
building with Blue Surf. 

The only thing that 
has closed for sure is The Grey restaurant 
overlooking the harbour. Very disturbing that 
the most beautiful waterfront location in town 
goes vacant.  

Blue Mountain Village is holding on for now but with   
few tourists expected I 
can imagine a change in 
businesses over there. 

Call the Review 519-
599-3345 to include 
your business in the next 
update.

Stay at Home Gala includes a Silent Auction 
May 30th, 12:00pm to June 6th, 9:00 PM 

45 Auction Items   -   www.tcrotary.ca
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Coyotes Reach Meaford in Trans-Canada Trek
The Georgian Bay Coyotes continue 

their virtual Trans-Canada Trek across as 
they keep focused during the COVID-19 
isolation and have just completed week 
#5. As a team, the Coyotes have been 
putting in solid workouts on their own 
and rapidly adding up their mileage.  
They arrived at their 2nd stop in Montreal, 
which was a relatively short 919km leg.

They continued into Ontario, heading 
to Toronto, north to Barrie, passing 
through Collingwood and Thornbury en-
route to Meaford for their 3rd leg.  This is 
a little skip of 706km.  

As a team, the Coyotes have logged 
over 3300km since departing St. John’s 
Newfoundland.  They achieved their goal 
of arriving in Meaford this weekend...
their 3rd leg on their journey, which is 
3239km. 

Our 4th leg is a long one.  We venture up to Tobermory, run across 
Lake Huron to Manitoulin Island, and weave our way to Thunder Bay.  
A gand total of 1241km.  With our weekly average being around 500-
600km, we should check into Terry Fox’s final pit-stop 40 year ago 
around the middle of June. 

Nathan Leary, a grade 4 Meaford 
student, is our first Georgian Bay 
Coyote to reach our “Distance Award” 
on our Trans-Canada Trek.  In just 6 
weeks he has run 150km!!

For different age groups we have 
different mileage goals to reach.  For 
some this will be relatively easy.  For 
others this will be more challenging   
Congrats Nathan!!!  Keep up the great 
work!!

For more information on the 
Coyotes, check out our website at 
www.georgianbaycoyotes.com
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Thornbury Farmers Market...Update
After much discussion with the municipality and our Health Unit, we 

will be open for pickup only on Sunday, May 31, and every Sunday 
afterwards. We will be operating online sales through the week 
for pickup at our usual location and times on Sundays. There will 
be no physical market until restrictions are lifted. Hopefully, as the 
summer progresses, we can have more traditional market but we 
want everyone to stay safe and healthy during this unsettled time. 
Stay tuned for more information over the next few weeks!

To order online, visit https://www.localline.ca/thornbury-farmers-
market. Once you register for a customer account, you can place 
your order. Then, pick up your order on Sunday between 11 am – 1 
pm in the Smith Memorial Park parking lot beside the Town Hall on 
Highway 26 in Thornbury. 

There will be no physical market until restrictions are lifted. 
Hopefully, as the summer progresses, we can have a more traditional 
market but we want everyone to stay safe and healthy during this 
unsettled time. 

Regular Market Hours: Sundays: May 31 - Oct. 11, 11am-2pm
519-924-0777  thornburymarket@gmail.com   
www.thornburymarket.com

Understanding Ontario’s Estate 
Administration Tax

Presented by Ontario Ministry of Finance, Senior Program Advisory 
Specialist -- Jeremy Bertrand

Thursday, June 11 10:30 am - 11:30am
• Are you estate planning?
• Or has someone asked you to be their estate representative?
• Would you like to better understand how Ontario’s Estate 

Administration Tax (EAT) works?
• Attend this free, one-hour webinar that will teach you what EAT is, 

when it is applicable, and how to calculate it. The webinar will also 
review recent legislative changes to the tax.

Register for these free webinars by contacting Jeremy.bertrand@
ontario.ca or calling 905-809-8224. In order to participate in the 
webinar you require internet access and working computer speakers.

You will be sent a link to the meeting (webinar) and instructions 
for testing your computer’s speakers. Handouts will be sent to all 
participants after each webinar. 

We are the first organization to be offered this new program, 
designed to meet the information needs of seniors during Covid 19, 
and beyond. Please register promptly so you secure a space.

www.bvo.ca

Robert Burcher’s
BOOK LAUNCH EVENT 

I will be launching my just 
published book on John Muir 
on Saturday, June 13 at my 
home 163 Slabtown Road, 
Clarksburg. John Muir was 
a famous naturalist, and is 
considered the father of the 
Environmental Movement in 
the USA. Muir lived locally in 
Meaford for two years from 1864 
to 1866. My book describes his 
route to Meaford collecting 
botanical specimens and his 
time exploring in pioneer 
Ontario.

The launch event will be 
a socially correct distanced 
event – outside on the side 
porch and in the yard. Books 
should be ordered and paid for ahead of time for “porchside pickup”!  
$40.00 payable via etransfer to: burcherphoto@gmail.com  If you 
wish a signature or a dedication, add that request to your email.  
519.599.6195.  Copies will also be available at The Review Office, 22 
Louisa St., Thornbury (Mon-Fri 10-4)

http://www.georgianbaycoyotes.com
https://www.localline.ca/thornbury-farmers-market
https://www.localline.ca/thornbury-farmers-market


Blue Mountains Public Library is here for you! 
Get a temporary 90-day library card from our website, so you 

can read, listen, research, and learn online or connected to your 
smartphone from our Virtual Branch. Our online programming 
continues, so stop by our Facebook pages or on Youtube to join a 
program.

See the Event Calendar for details about our online programs 
through social media and YouTube:

Facebook @thebluemountainslibrary
Instagram @bmplibrary
CHD Facebook @CraigleithDepot

June 2020 Online Programs
TD Summer Reading Club Registration

Monday, June 15th BMPL Virtual Branch
Registration opens for TD Summer Reading Club! Get ready for a 
free summer long reading challenge that inspires kids to explore 
the fun of reading their way. Kids will be able to register and 
participate online through the TD Summer Reading Club website 
and other virtual programs offered by the Library.

Seniors Exercise
Mondays 10:00am BMPL Facebook
Sharon is online, providing a short exercise video on Facebook. 
Light stretches and aerobics. Sitting or standing, no matter your 
ability. Improve your fitness and balance. 

Museum Mondays
Mondays, June 8th and 22nd 3:00pm CHD Facebook
Explore behind the scenes at the Craigleith Heritage Depot as 
Monica shows our collections, resources and artifacts. 

Retirees Coffee Hour
Tuesdays 10:00am BMPL Zoom
Don’t forget your mug for an online social Coffee Hour. Meet old 
friends and new friends as you chat with other retirees and seniors 
over a cup of coffee or tea. Register now so we can send you a 
Zoom Meeting ID and password for you to join the meetup session. 

Cluesday Tuesday
Tuesdays 12:00pm CHD Facebook
Weekly posts on Facebook with heritage photo activities.

Wired Wednesday
Wednesdays 1:00pm BMPL Facebook
Join Ashley on our Facebook page for virtual tech help. 
June 3rd: Zoom Video Conferencing
June 7th: Keep Your Mind  Sharp with Online Brain Games
June 10th: Facebook Security
June 24th: TumbleBook Library

Bedtime Story Time
Wednesdays 7:00pm BMPL Facebook & Instagram
Jen will be reading quiet stories to put your family in the mood 
for dreamland. Wear your PJs, brush your teeth, and meet us on 
Facebook for a virtual story.  

Thursdays: Our Military Heritage
Thursday, June 4th, 11th, and 18th 9:30am CHD Facebook
Curator Andrea brings our community’s military history to life 
through history, memoirs and diaries.

Digital Book Club
Thursdays 1:00pm BMPL Facebook
Let’s talk books!  What are you reading? Receive book 
recommendations or give book suggestions. An interactive 
Facebook Live weekly event.

Virtual Story Time
Fridays 11:00am BMPL Facebook & Instagram
A great way to start your weekend! Watch from the comfort of your 
own home. Every week features stories and fun.  
Ages 0-5 yrs or anyone who likes a good story.

Museum Talk and Sketch//Museum Show and Tell
Fridays 1:00pm CHD Facebook and BMPL YouTube
Join Allison as she focuses on museum artifacts and art activities.

Trivia Game Night
Fridays 7:00pm BMPL Facebook
Join the fun for an interactive online Trivia Game Night. Answer 
trivia questions and compete for the top-spot on our scoreboard. 
Find the link to the game on the BMPL Facebook page.

Family Craft Time
Saturdays 11:00am BMPL Facebook
Spend some time with the Family creating and building fun and 
easy to-do activities and crafts at home. 

The Blue Mountains Creator Space
Become a Digital Arts pro with The Blue Mountains Creator Space, 
when you take one of their new online eLearning programs. 
Discover your skills in digital design, video and photography, or 
make the utlimate podcast.

Stay at Home Gala Silent Auction 
May 30, 2020 | 12:00 PM to June 6, 2020 | 9:00 PM 

45 Auction Items

http://www.homesingeorgianbay.com
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http://www.tcrotary.ca
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Blue Mountains Public Library - Curbside
As of May 26th Grey Bruce Health Unit reports, the TBM community, 

as well as our two reciprocal bordering communities of Meaford 
and Grey Highlands have had no new cases of COVID-19 since May 
12th. As a result, the Curbside Holds Pick-Up is scheduled to return 
Tuesday, June 2nd based on the continuation of community success 
against the pandemic.

Place your hold with us and we will have your materials boxed in a 
contamination free container for you to retrieve. Pick-up is Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Saturday from 10am-4pm at the LE Shore parking 
lot door. There will be no access to the LE Shore building as per 
provincial orders.
When Should I Come?

Staff will contact, by phone, any person who has requested 
materials when they are ready to be picked up. Materials will only be 
set outside for 2 pick-up days before they are checked back in and 
provided to the next person on the hold list. Due to high demand 
of materials, unexpected return times on checked out material, and 
book quarantine upon return, please expect longer than normal 
waits for your holds.
How Are Your Making Sure My Items Are Safe From The Virus?

We have taken some extra time to develop a plan that will do 
just this. According to medical experts, the virus can last up to 72 
hours on our print and plastic surfaces. Therefore, when materials are 
returned, they are quarantined for 72 hours prior to us preparing the 
hold for pick-up. It then takes us another 2 days to process the holds, 
box them in the containers, and place outside for you to retrieve 
them. Therefore, your materials are decontaminated by the time 
you get them. This mean if you ask for a book which is not already 
through our quarantine period, it could be upwards of a week before 
you receive it. 
What Should I Do When I Arrive?

At the time we process the hold and call you, we will check the 
items out in your name. So you do not need your library card at pick-
up. We ask that only one patron retrieve materials at a time. Other 
groups waiting, please queue up in your car and wait in turn. This will 
ensure we keep physical distancing and limit the chance of spread of 
the virus. Look for your name on the bin and take your materials, but 
leave the bins. 

Window Shop Today!
We have turned 

our beautiful L.E. 
Shore windows into a 
browsing opportunity.

While you may still 
browse online to find 
your materials, this is an 
opportunity to interact 
with a selection of 
materials in a physically 
distant manner. 

Each of our windows, 
including the courtyard, 
have new, favourite, and themed materials. If you find a book, DVD, 
magazine, or even puzzle you are interested in, you can place a hold 
on any materials in the window displays. 

We will continue to stock our windows over the facility closure, so 
check back often. And if you have an idea for one of our window 
displays, please let us know.

And of course, please continue to participate in our many daily 
GLAM programs, each of which are described on our Event Calendar.

For more information, visit Curbside Pick-Up or Service Updates & 
COVID-19 on our website. www.bluemountainslibrary.ca

Or Contact: Dr. Sabrina Saunders, CEO
LibraryCEO@TheBlueMountains.ca    
519-599-3681

St. George’s, Anglican Parish for the Blue 
Mountains, is Seeking Permission to Hold Its 
Annual Plant Sale on June 20, 2020 Under 
Special Circumstances.

St. George’s is working closely with both Municipal and Regional 
Health authorities on proposed plans for its annual Plant Sale to be 
held, if approved, on Saturday June 20 2020. A decision is expected 
in the next week or so. It’s the 140th anniversary of this event and 
it is hoped that, with careful planning, the current pandemic won’t 
stop it. A number of enthusiastic St George’s gardeners already 
have over 400 unique perennials potted, including over 90 named 
daylilies from a well-known local garden. With the approval of this 
event, the experienced St. Georges gardeners will be busy potting 
up additional mature perennials for the sale.

When the sale is approved, they would welcome any additional 
donations of well-established perennials for either sun or shade that 
local gardeners could provide. Plants, labeled with common and 
(if possible) botanical name, sun or shade, height & width, bloom 
colour and season can be dropped of at the church on Thursday June 
18 2020. 

To meet the restrictions of the pandemic, as dictated by the 
Regional Health Authorities, the proposed Plant Sale will be unique, 
with many special procedures to be followed. They are designed 
to ensure that both the customers and the St. George’s volunteers 
remain safe. This event, on the church grounds at 166 Russell St. E., 
in Clarksburg, will be classified as a no-contact, curb-side, pick-up 
sale and will work as follows. Co-operation and patience will be the 
hallmark of this event. Face masks are highly recommended.
1. The sale will start at 7 am with absolutely no early browsing and 

will last all day, or until all the plants have been sold. The grounds 
will be closed and access carefully monitored.

2. The first twenty cars will be allowed to enter the Church parking lot 
at 7 am and will be assigned to specific parking locations, with cars 
parked 6 feet apart. You will have to remain in your car until you are 
called by our parking lot attendant.

3. One customer only will be allowed to exit their vehicle and will be 
directed to the start of the long row of tables full of plant material.

4. You will be assigned to a single St. George’s plant volunteer who 
will be on the other side of the tables to ensure social distancing.

5. The labeled plants will be organized on tables for sun and for 
shade and priced very reasonably.

6. With strict social distancing, we will be able to serve three 
customers at a time, who will be spread out along the tables, each 
with their own St. George’s plant volunteer to serve their needs 
and guide their purchases.

“I would like to thank the young man who came and 
assisted me and my dog on Friday early evening. I know 
my husband thanked you but I don’t recall if I did. So to 
who ever you are, from me and my dog. THANK YOU!”

https://www.thebluemountainslibrary.ca/curbside.cfm?is=10


May 18, 2020
Open Letter to the 
Town of The Blue Mountains 
re: Attainable Housing 

Under their Attainable Housing initiative, 
the Town of the Blue Mountains is exploring 
options to provide attainable housing 
for average/medium income households 
who can’t to afford to buy or rent in our 
municipality. This is a worthy goal that will 
ensure a socially diverse community that will 
enrich our community and our workplaces. 

The Town recently purchased the former 
Foodland property on Highway 26 in 
Thornbury as a possible site for this housing. 
The Town has said one of the reasons they 
picked this site was because of its proximity 
to downtown Thornbury and public transit. 
The Mayor explained that some of the 
residents in this housing wouldn’t have a car 
so they would need to walk or ride transit to 
shop and work.

However, the selection of this specific 
site for attainable housing raises several 
concerns. 

The obvious concern about the Town’s 
criterion of being close to a transit line is 
that, of course at present, we have no public 
transit in Thornbury. Currently there is a 
partnership with the Town and Collingwood 
that provides public transit services from 
Collingwood to the Craigleith area, including 
Blue Mountain Resort. And while this transit 
line has proven successful, it is unclear 
whether the expansion of this system to 
Thornbury proper is warranted or even 
feasible.

It is also unclear what proportion of future 
residents of attainable housing will not own 
a car. The Town has decided to focus on 
those with average/medium incomes not a 
low-income demographic. On the surface 
it seems somewhat inconceivable that any 
average income household would not own a 
car. The Town must study and share relevant 
information on car ownership for this income 
group before making any transit expansion 
decisions.

But even if some residents of attainable 
housing do not own a car, it is likely many will. 
Building multiple housing units with access 
only from Highway 26 in Thornbury will 
further exacerbate the ever-growing volume 
of traffic through town. Most residents in the 
Town of The Blue Mountains accept, because 
of the bottleneck through town at Bruce 
Street, traffic problems in Thornbury are a 
necessary fact of life. But it seems unwise 
to worsen the problem if we don’t have to. 
A site almost anywhere south of Highway 26 
in Thornbury will provide multiple routes to 
downtown and locations both east and west 
of town.

One proposal for the Highway 26 site 
includes retail space on the ground level of 
the housing complex.  It has been clear over 
the years that opening a retail business in 

Thornbury can sometimes be a risky venture, 
especially for those not on downtown Bruce 
Street. We have been fortunate so far in 
avoiding an influx of chain stores and box 
stores. The popularity of our town is partly due 
to its unique village charm and to preserve 
that we must be cautious with future retail 
spaces. Instead of our predominance of small 
business operations, retail space on this site 
may only be financially feasible for chain 
stores, fast food outlets or even adult stores 
and tattoo parlours. 

Lastly, many consider the $1.6 million price 
tag for this small property and building too 
steep and as the site is currently unserviced 
the town will need to put in sewer and water 
if high density housing is built here. The 
Town must ask itself if this the most fiscally 
responsible option to pursue. 

In looking for solutions, one option the 
Town may want to explore is as follows:

Our Town Hall is currently at capacity. 
Council is considering leasing offsite office 
space to house some of its overflow staff. 
While this may be necessary in the short-term, 
it doesn’t necessarily have to be a long-term 
solution. A few years ago, the Town provided 
funds for Beaver Valley Outreach to purchase 
the former Piper’s restaurant and the BVO has 
since renovated it to create offices, meeting 
rooms and the small Treasure Shop. Why not 
offer the old Foodland Building to the BVO, 
and then relocate some Town staff to the 
current BVO (Piper’s) building?

This has a number of advantages. First, 
relocated Town staff will be right across the 
street from Town Hall.  The BVO parking lot 
at the former Piper’s will give the Town more 
parking spaces and perhaps help alleviate 
the on-street parking problem on Mill Street. 
Another benefit is the old Foodland building 
could possibly remain intact and, with some 
renovations, house the BVO. The currently 
crowded and cramped Treasure Shop would 
have more space and ample parking on this 
site. Further, this building could remain on its 
current septic system, at least for now, which 
could make it more fiscally attractive for the 
Town. 

Unfortunately, the Town is only asking 
for public input on the concept for their 
“Gateway Attainable Housing Project” on the 
old Foodland property. Rather than merely 
asking for comments on the façade of a 
project on this specific site, the Town should 
instead be asking the public whether the 
old Foodland site is the most appropriate 
location in the first place. To ensure the 
decision for such a significant project is 
transparent and in the best interests of all 
residents, it is very important for the Town 
of the Blue Mountains to fully explore 
alternative options for an attainable housing 
site and seek input from the community on 
all available options. Just because the Town 
purchased the old Foodland site, does not 
mean it is the best choice. 

Tom Kritsch

Notice of Commencement 
and

Public Information Centre
Town of The Blue Mountains Schedule B 
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 
for Drinking Water Storage and Pumping 
Capacity Deficiencies in West Pressure 
Zones 1, 2 and 3 (Lora Bay, Thornbury and 
Camperdown areas)

The Town of The Blue Mountains has initiated 
a Municipal Class EA to select the preferred 
solution to address the Town’s Water Storage 
and Distribution System needs in the West 
Pressure Zones 1, 2 and 3.  

How Will This Affect Me?
In November 2019, a Water Distribution 
System Master Plan was completed to 
evaluate the Town’s long-term water 
distribution and storage needs. As part of 
the Master Plan, potential near and longterm 
storage and/or pumping deficiencies were 
identifed in the Town’s West Pressure Zones 
1, 2, and 3. The purpose of this Schedule 
B Class EA is to evaluate and select the 
preferred water storage alternative(s) 
for these pressures zones. The storage 
alternatives proposed may have an impact 
on stakeholders and property owners, 
therefore, public consultation will be a key 
element of the process and input will be 
sought throughout the study. 

How Do I Get More Information?
An initial Virtual Public Open House (PIC 1) is 
being held to gather input from stakeholders 
on existing storage opportunities or 
deficiences. All those interested in the 
project are invited to attend the initial Virtual 
Public Open House on:
Date: Thursday June 25, 2020
Time:5:00 pm – 7:00 pm
To register for this event please email: 
WestSideWaterStorage@thebluemountains.
ca

If you wish to add your contact information 
to the study mailing list, or if you have 
any questions regarding the study, please 
contact one of the people listed below. 
Project information will also be available 
to the public on the Town’s website https://
thebluemountains.ca/west-side-water-
storageea.cfm

Thomas Nightingale, P.Eng. 
Senior Infrastructure 
Capital Project Coordinator
Town of The Blue Mountains
32 Mill Street, P.O. Box 310
Thornbury, ON N0H 2P0
Phone: 519-599-3131 Ext. 304  
This study is being conducted according to the require-
ments of Phases 1 to 2 of the Municipal Class
Environmental Assessment which is an approved 
process under the Environmental Assessment Act

mailto:WestSideWaterStorage%40thebluemountains.ca%20?subject=
mailto:WestSideWaterStorage%40thebluemountains.ca%20?subject=
https://thebluemountains.ca/west-side-water-storageea.cfm
https://thebluemountains.ca/west-side-water-storageea.cfm
https://thebluemountains.ca/west-side-water-storageea.cfm


Notice- Update of 
Closures of Town 
Facilities, Parks, Trails & 
Beaches - 
as of May 29, 2020

This notice provides an update 
regarding closures of Town of The 
Blue Mountains facilities, including 
parks, trails and beaches.

To help provide clarification and 
consistent messaging the Town 
would like to remind residents 
that an interactive map confirming 
the open/closed status of parks, 
trails, greenspaces, beaches and 
recreational areas within the Town 
of The Blue Mountains is available 
on the Town website: https://www.
thebluemountains.ca/covid-19-
open-and-closed.cfm

In addition, the Town would like 
to emphasize that all Town-owned 
public washrooms remain closed, 
and there are only a limited amount 
of garbage receptacles available. In 
addition, all common touchpoints 
are not sanitized. Please plan 
accordingly.
Closed Town Facilities

The following municipal facilities 
remain closed until further notice 
to ensure and encourage physical 
distancing:

• Town Hall
• Beaver Valley Community Centre
• Craigleith Community Centre
• Ravenna Hall
• The Craigleith Heritage Depot
•Tomahawk Golf Course and 

Recreational Area (Re-opening 
scheduled for June 15, 2020)

Although Provincial restrictions 
may be lifted for some of the above 
properties or facilities, temporary 
closures may remain in place to 
allow for seasonal preparation or for 
modifications to be implemented to 
allow safe and effective use.

In addition, The Blue Mountains 
Public Library is open for Curbside 
Holds Pickup. Branches are 
physically closed to the public, 
with programs and services being 
provided virtually. Please check 
The Blue Mountains Public Library 
website for more information: 
https://thebluemountainslibrary.ca/
Open Town Owned Parks and 
Properties

The following chart outlines key 
updates / changes. To view the full 
list and for specific information on 
each property, please visit: https://
www.thebluemountains.ca/covid-
19-open-and-closed.cfm

Beaches In late March, the Town of The Blue Mountains initiated the closure of 
Town owed facilities, parks, trails and beaches in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

On May 15, 2020, the Grey Bruce Public Health Unit Medical Officer of 
Health, Dr. Ian Arra, ordered municipalities to close all municipal managed 
beaches in Grey and Bruce Counties. 

On May 28, 2020, the Grey Bruce Public Health Unit rescinded the order to 
close all beaches in Grey and Bruce Counties. To view the full press release 
from the Grey Bruce Public Health Unit, please visit: 
https://www.thebluemountains.ca/document_viewer.cfm?doc=1337 

Although the Grey Bruce Public Health Unit order has been rescinded, the 
Town would like to advise residents that access to beach areas remains 
limited.  

The Town will be re-opening additional beach areas over the next month as 
management and control measures are put in place to ensure that physical 
distancing can be maintained. 

To view the status of each beach area, please visit: 
https://www.thebluemountains.ca/covid-19-open-and-closed.cfm  

The Town would like to remind residents that the Provincial Orders remain 
in effect and beach areas will actively be monitored and enforced by the 
Ontario Provincial Police and the Town’s By-Law Department. 

Baseball 
Diamonds 

 

Baseball diamonds are open for walkthroughs and for use by people from 
the same household and single-person activities. 

Gameplay is not permitted unless you are from the same household.  

Please note that common touchpoints are not sanitized. 

Tennis 
Courts 

Tennis Courts are open for use by people from the same household and 
single-person activities. 

Gameplay is not permitted unless you are from the same household.  

Please note that common touchpoints are not sanitized. 

Dog Park The Dog Park is open for public use. Please allow others to use the space by 
practicing physical distancing and not loitering within off-leash areas. Users 
are asked not to touch other individuals which includes the sharing of animal 
toys or equipment.  
 
Please note that off-leash areas are not cleaned or sanitized, this includes but 
is not limited to: Water Fountains, Shade Structures/Gazebos, Benches and 
Tables, Fences, Gates and Message Boards. 

Thornbury As of May 16, 2020, the Thornbury Harbour opened for recreational use. The 
Harbour 

 

launch ramp docks have now been installed and secured and are available for 
use. 
 
Please note that access to the Thornbury Harbour will be limited to boat 
owners only on Sunday, May 31, 2020 to allow for boat launch operations to 
take place. 

Parks & 
Trails 

The following parks and trails are now open:  

- Bayview Park Trail 
- Harbour Hill Park 
- Moreau Park 
- Hillcrest Park 
- Wyandot Park 
- Lora Bay Park 
- Firemans Park 

 
To view the status of individual parks and trails, please visit: 
https://www.thebluemountains.ca/covid-19-open-and-closed.cfm 

A reminder when using public parks and trails that a limited number of 
garbage receptacles are available and public washrooms are not 
open. Please plan your visits accordingly.  

 

A reminder to residents that Town staff continue to remain available by phone and by email 
during regular business hours. Online services can be accessed 24/7 by visiting: 
www.thebluemountains.ca/online-services.cfm 

For more information, please contact: 

Ryan Gibbons 
Director of Community Services 
519-599-3131 ext. 281 

https://thebluemountainslibrary.ca/ 
https://www.thebluemountains.ca/covid-19-open-and-closed.cfm
https://www.thebluemountains.ca/covid-19-open-and-closed.cfm
https://www.thebluemountains.ca/covid-19-open-and-closed.cfm


Ontario Provides Consumers with Greater Stability 
with their Electricity Bills  

Since March 24, 2020, Hydro One has invested 
just over $175 million to deliver emergency rate 
relief to residential, farm and small business 
electricity consumers by suspending time-of-use (TOU) electricity 
pricing and using the price of 10cents per kWh. This investment was 
made to protect the people of Ontario from a marked increase in 
electricity rates as they did their part by staying home to prevent the 
further spread of the virus. As Ontarians continue to work and learn 
from home, Hydro One is extending the suspension of time-of-use 
price to provide consumers with greater stability and predictability 
with their electricity bills.

To extend this support responsibly, they will introduce a fixed 
electricity price, known as the COVID-19 Recovery Rate, of 12.8 
cents per kWh, which will be automatically applied to all time-of-use 
customers 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. This fixed electricity price 
will be in place from June 1 - October 31, 2020. 

&

Printing, Signage, Banners, Flyers, Brochures, 
Postcards, Posters, Labels, Book Binding, 
Laminating, Fax, Copies, Wide Format, Scans 

519-599-3344

22 Louisa St.E., Thornbury

NEW LOCATION

www.riversidepress.ca

www.visitblue.ca

Mon. - Fri. 10am -5pm

Help us with our Vet bills please - 
Save us your Alcohol Containers

In the Meaford/Thornbury area - 
please call Teresia for pick up  226-974-5059

Volunteer ~ Adopt ~ Donate

www. wienerdogrescue.com

Ontario’s State of Emergency
Premier Doug Ford is pushing to extend Ontario’s COVID-19 state 

of emergency until June 30.
As the current emergency declaration, which has been in effect 

since March 17, expires Tuesday, June 9th,  Ford’s majority Progressive 
Conservatives want another 28-day extension.

“We need the ability to go out there and make quick decisions 
absolutely immediately,” the premier told reporters Monday at his 
Queen’s Park teleconference. “That will hopefully get us over the 
hump, per se — that’s another four weeks. We just want to make sure 
everyone’s safe and healthy and we want to get the economy going 
and we need that tool to make that happen,” he said, adding “the 
option’s on the table” for yet another extension.

“It all depends on the situation that we’re facing. We have no plan 
right now four weeks down the road are we going to extend it or not.” 

Current Situation in Grey Bruce: Day #75 - May 31, 2020
93 cases to date (current cumulative total)
0 cases currently hospitalized
0 deaths
87 recovered cases
24 cases reported in Health Care Workers working in Grey Bruce
0 facilities in COVID-19 outbreak Reported in Long-Term 
    Care/Retirement Homes    www.publichealthgreybruce.on.ca

http://wienerdogrescue.com
http://www. wienerdogrescue.com 
http://www.publichealthgreybruce.on.ca


ROBERT GEORGE DOBSON
Born in Toronto on May 15, 1946, a son of the 

late Cyril and Evelyn (nee Gorenko) Dobson, 
George passed away peacefully at his home in 
Thornbury and in the presence of loving family on 
Tuesday May 19, 2020 at the age of 74.

He will be lovingly remembered by his step-
daughter Cheri and her husband Edward Sleep 
and their son Christopher of Thornbury and step-
son Greg Bunn of Owen Sound.

George was a devoted brother to his sister Gale 
Skippen of Thornbury and will be remembered as the brother-in-law 
of Gale’s husband, the late Fred Skippen.

He will be recalled fondly by his cousin George Dobson and his 
wife Bev of Bracebridge and several other cousins in the ‘west’ and 
by their families.

A family funeral service will be conducted at the Ferguson Funeral 
Home in Meaford followed by interment at Thornbury-Clarksburg 
Union Cemetery where George will be interred with his parents. 

In lieu of flowers and as your expression of sympathy, donations to 
the Canadian Cancer Society would be appreciated and may be made 
through the Ferguson Funeral Home www.fergusonfuneralhomes.ca 

In Memoriam
LESLEY BLAIRE KENYON

Born May 7, 1942 in Yarmouth, Nova Scotia 
-Died May 27, 2020 in Owen Sound, Ontario

Daughter, sister, registered nurse, wife, 
mother, banker, landscape architect, systems 
analyst, grandmother, community dynamo, 
master baker, rock of the family.

Lesley was born into an air force family and 
her early years were spent at military locations 
across Canada – Vancouver, Toronto, Ottawa, 
Greenwood, Summerside, and Centralia.  

Her father was posted to Prague, Czechoslovakia from 1954 to 
1957 as the military attaché. During this time she and her brother 
attended schools in Switzerland. As her father was Canada’s official 
spy in Prague, everywhere the family went in Czechoslovakia the 
secret service was sure to follow.

In 1961 her father was posted to Paris, France but she decided 
to remain in Canada staying with her grandparents in Ottawa and 
entering into the nursing program at Ottawa General Hospital. 
Through a good friend in the nursing program she met her first 
husband Howard.  His job with an oil company involved various 
assignments in Ontario including Toronto, where their son, Steven, 
was born and Sudbury, where their daughter, Andrea, was born. 
Lesley continued with her nursing career at these locations. Along 
the way she decided a career change was needed so she became a 
customer service officer, for four years, at CIBC’s Chinatown branch in 
downtown Toronto. 

When her marriage ended she decided another career change 
was in order and enrolled in the landscape architecture program 
at the University of Toronto.  She received her bachelor’s degree in 
1982.  Unfortunately, at that time the economy was not that great 
and landscape architecture jobs were in very short supply. During 
this period she met and married her second husband, Steve.  They 
decided to decamp to Calgary where she was hired as a systems 
design analyst involved in the implementation of a computerized 
patient record system for the Calgary health region. Her career in the 
Calgary health system lasted for 22 years.

In 2006, she ‘retired’ both from her job and her marriage and 
moved to Meaford to be close to her daughter and granddaughter. 
At various times she was secretary to the Meaford Hospital Auxiliary, 
Meaford Curling Club, Meaford Cultural Foundation, and parade and 
décor committees for Meaford’s annual Scarecrow Invasion (also a 
master kazooist in the Scarecrow Parade); committee member for the 
Advocates of Memorial Park; the gardener of the healing garden of 
Meaford Hospital; and a contributor to her church’s newsletter.

She lived the proverb of ‘a place for every thing and every thing 
in its place’, to the despair of family members who attempted to 
emulate her. Up to the final hours before her passing she was making 
sure that there was going to be a smooth transition to whoever was 
going to pick up the reins after her.

She is survived and will be sorely missed by her brother Andrew 
Kenyon (Linda Rothney), son Steven Hamlin (Lorraine Lanoue), 
daughter Andrea Hamlin (Daniel Reid), grandchildren John Arthur 
Hamlin, Cole Edward Hamlin, Rhys William Hamlin, and Sophie 
Jasmine Reid, niece Naomi Zohoor (Arash Zohoor), and nephew Tyler 
Kenyon (Deborah Andrews), and finally Cleo and Freddie, two of the 
most outspoken dogs in Meaford.

A celebration of life in Lesley’s honour will be held once the 
covid-19 restrictions have been lifted.

If you are considering donations in her memory please make them 
to the foundations of the Meaford Hospital or Owen Sound Hospital, 
the SPCA, or SMILE Animal Society (cheques only please). 

Donations may be made through the Ferguson Funeral Home, 48 
Boucher St. E., Meaford, ON   N4L 1B9 to whom arrangements have 
been entrusted.   www.fergusonfuneralhomes.ca

SHIRLEY ARLENE AGNES SMALL
Shirley Small of Meaford, and formerly 

of Hamilton, passed away suddenly yet 
peacefully in Meaford on Friday, May 29, 2020 
in her 71st year.

Born on January 2, 1950, Shirley was a 
daughter of the late Christopher and Lorna 
(nee Foster) Johnston.  She was predeceased 
by her beloved son Don in 2017, her brother 
Daryl in 2018, and many aunts, uncles and cousins. Shirley will be 
missed dearly by her daughter-in-law Karen Small and her adored 
grandsons Dray and Emmett of Dundas.  She will be remembered 
fondly by her sister Christena Foster of Hamilton, sister-in-law Dale 
Jerome Johnston of Ancaster, aunt Shirley Jackman (late Terry) 
of Meaford, and by her many cousins, nieces, nephews and their 
families from Alberta to P.E.I., Australia and England.  

Shirley was very artistic and her floral arrangements will be 
remembered from far and wide. One of her favourite pastimes was 
watching and feeding the birds that she could see from her living 
room window. Family, friends and celebrations were very important 
to Shirley and some special memories and places come to mind, 
such as trips to Moon River, Foster’s cottage on the Beaver River, 
and special drives with the top down in the Mustang in search of 
poutine.  Many of us will remember her saying “I don’t drink rum!”  
Shirley always had a kind word and a smile, she was truly a beautiful 
and loving person with a gentle soul.

At Shirley’s request there will be no service and cremation will take 
place.   There will be a celebration of Shirley’s life at a later date when 
restrictions are lifted and friends and family can safely gather.

As your expression of sympathy, donations to the Meaford Hospital 
Foundation or a charity of your choice would be appreciated and 
may be made through the Ferguson Funeral Home, 48 Boucher St. E., 
Meaford, ON   N4L 1B9 to whom arrangements have been entrusted.   
www.fergusonfuneralhomes.ca

WALTER CHARLES MOUNT 
With his wife by his side, Walter Mount, a resident 

of Thornbury, passed away at Campbell House in 
Collingwood on May 26, 2020 at age 89. Beloved 
husband of Marilyn Mount. Loving father of Dennis 
Elrick (Carol), Katherine Goodes (Eric) and Jeff 
Mount (Dennis). Cherished brother of Peter Mount, 
Charlene Copeland, and Joanne Romanish. Dear 
stepfather to David and Michael Rawn. He will be sorely missed by 
his grandchildren, Denielle (Ryan), Gavyn (Angie), and Chrissy, and 
by his many great grandchildren, nieces and nephews.

 A celebration of life will be held in the future.



Proposal for a Blue Mountain Employee Village 
The Council of The Blue Mountains will be presented with this 

Employee Village concept consisting of Dorm style accommodation, 
small tiny housing and four storey apartments…all for rent. With 
this mixed use of attainable accommodation, the group proposes to  
cater to entry level workers in the Dorm Style; middle level workers in 
the rental apartments and small families in the ‘tiny housing’.

The 48 unit Dorm Plan has 6 shared washrooms, showers and a 
room with separate sinks. There would be a separate facility for 
the Dorm Plan with shared kitchen facilities; plus a fitness area and 
lounge area with large screen TV, games room etc. Food items could 
be prepared by residents, and we would also add vending machines 
with a variety of food items.

The four storey apartments would generally consist of 43 units 
each, mostly one bedrooms in the 500-600 sq. ft. range all completely 
furnished with fully equipped kitchens etc. There will be a few two 
bedroom units in each building, in the 800 sq. ft. range.

In the site plan, there are 23 small, independent ‘tiny homes’ 800-
900 sq. ft, two bedrooms, one bathroom with fully equipped kitchen 
and private parking area.

The town owned land on Grey Road 19 site is a perfect location 
for this Employee Village. There is a public bus operating along Grey 
Road 19 and Blue Mountain Village is accessible in good weather by 
bicycle or walking. The Village is offset from the Road and most of the 
development would not be seen from Grey Road 19. 

Thomas Vincent
President, Global Hospitality Inc and Balmoral Village

Outland camps
200, 6e rue Ouest
Amos, QC
J9T 2T5
Tél. :  (819) 727-5556
Téléc. : (819) 727-4656

3 ½ TYPE A :  8

3 ½ TYPE B : 16

3 ½ TYPE C : 16

4 ½ TYPE A : 3

www.outlandcamps.ca
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43 Unit Dorm Style ApartmentThe Master Gardener 
Tip For June
by John Hethrington, Past President of 
Master Gardeners of Ontario

TO CUT, OR NOT TO CUT? - 
That is the question.

This time it’s about cutting, or not 
cutting the dead blooms and dying 
leaves of daffodils, tulips and other 
spring bulbs. When the blooms fade, 
you need to “dead head” them by 
removing the flower head and stock. 
It’s easy, just slide your thumb and 
forefinger down the stem and snap it off. This deadheading process 
helps to build stronger bulbs for next year because the plants don’t 
expend any energy on making seeds, which eventually become 
bulbs.

Remember, don’t cut down the foliage of daffodils -- or other bulbs. 
The leaves need to be left as is for about six weeks after blooming 
to manufacture food through photosynthesis to replenish the bulb 
for next year’s growth and blooms. Don’t be an impatient gardener 
and tie back, braid or even bury dying foliage that you know you 
shouldn’t cut. These half steps impede photosynthesis and decrease 
future blooming. Only cut the foliage off after it begins to yellow. This 
indicates that the foliage has completed its work and the bulbs are 
replenished and ready to bloom next spring. Cut the yellow foliage at 
its base or pull it up from the ground. 

If you really can’t stand the dying foliage, or want to leave it in place 
after it yellows, interplant daffodils with perennials that come on just 
after the bulbs fade, so they will screen the dying foliage.

http://www.cooperators.ca
http://temagamilandscape.ca
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BVO Great Canadian 
Giving Challenge 
We Need Your Support During 
COVID-19 and Beyond!

For over 35 years, BVO has 
been helping to enhance the 
lives of people in The Blue 
Mountains with programs and 
services for families, children, 
seniors and youth. We are 
forever grateful for the support 
and generous donations from 
the community over the years, 
which has helped us continue 
doing our good work.

But now, with COVID-19 
closing most of our activities 
(including our primary source of 
revenue, the Treasure Shop) we are calling on everyone to chip in 
and help us raise funds - so that we can keep the lights on, provide 
emergency services, develop and initiate protocols  and safety 
measures for all our programs and services, and continue “making 
good things happen in our community”.

This June, BVO is taking advantage of an excellent opportunity 
to raise money and the chance to win a $20,000 prize in The Great 
Canadian Giving Challenge. The promotion is simple – BVO will 
receive one entry towards the prize for each dollar donated to BVO 
through the Canada Helps donation page: 

www.canadahelps.org/en/gcgc/61444
The more dollars and entries we receive, the better the chance that 

we will win the prize!
Can you spare even a few dollars? Please donate what you can in 

June to help BVO stay strong into the future. Remember, each dollar 
we receive will help BVO and give us an entry for the $20,000 prize!

Thank You!

LOTUS by Robert Burcher
If you grew up in the 1970’s you would recognize that car. If you 

are tuned into Yoga you would also recognize that Sandy McVicar of 
Heathcote is performing a “Full Lotus” position. The car is a 1970 Lotus 
Europa. The first mid-engine sports car that handled like a Formula 
One race car. Of course, for our Canadian highways it was down-sized 
to a 1.5 litre engine that put out 83 horsepower. The car is very light 
with a fibreglass body, so the weight to horsepower ratio made it a 
winning car on the race track circuits.

As a laid-off construction worker, Sandy is using the time to 
complete his “Pandemic Project”. Not so easy now that he is into the 
difficult part of redoing the under-dash wiring. He calls that job his 
Reverse Lotus position. When the car is complete by August it will be 
one of five remaining Lotus Europas on the road in Ontario. Already 
there is a line-up forming for passengers wanting to experience their 
forgotten youth of the 1970’s in this iconic beauty.

We offer a wide selection of 
annuals, perennials, hanging 

baskets & shrubs. 
 Tuesday-Saturday 9am-5pm 

Sunday 12pm-4pm May & June
No more than 2 people per cart. 

Limited number in the 
greenhouses. 

Only debit/credit payment. 

riversidegreenhouses.ca Tel 519-599-3533

RIVERSIDE GREENHOUSES

727266 Sdrd 22C, S. of Heathcote, Grey Rd 13 

http://joshdolan.com
http://thegeorgianartisanshop.com
http://www.canadahelps.org/en/gcgc/61444
http://www.canadahelps.org/en/gcgc/61444. 
http://www.riversidegreenhouses.ca

